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NEWS RELEASE
UD STUDENTS WRITE TO COMFORT VICTIMS, SELVES
AFTER TRAGEDIES AT WORLD TRADE CENTER AND PENTAGON
DAYTON, Ohio- "Dear Friend, I wanted to write this letter to let you know that there
are many people thinking (about) and praying for you and everyone else this tragic event
affected. This is a horrible time for our country, but if we all stick by each other's side, we just
might get through this. You and your family and all the victims are in my thoughts and prayers.
Love, Jessie Coleman."
Coleman, a first-year student at the University of Dayton, had no idea who she was
writing to when she put her heart into a letter that included some of the sentiments above. She
only knew she needed to reach out and convey her message of both heartache and faith in the
hope it would reach a surviving victim of the tragedies that took place in New York and
Washington, D.C., Sept. 11.
The morning after terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center and Pentagon, Coleman
and most of the students in Trudy Krisher's developmental writing class abandoned
discussions on paragraph format, sentence structure and other writing topics that "a few days
ago seemed so very important, but this morning seemed so very trivial," Krisher said. Instead,
the students put their feelings into letters of support and encouragement to those closest to the
incidents.
"The letter-writing project, which was completely voluntary, was a good way to utilize
the writing elements we're studying in class. But it was really more of a way to help the
students process their feelings about what had happened," said Krisher, assistant director for
writing support in the office of learning assistance. "Their fellow Americans had suffered this
terrible tragedy, and everybody- including our students from other countries -wanted to do
something to help. Writing letters was a way to help them heal and at the same time feel as if
they were doing something."
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Krisher said she is looking for a relief agency that will forward the letters to survivors.
Taeko Ijiri, a first-year student from Japan, used language translation software to help
her express her sentiments to those who are suffering.
"I'm writing because I couldn't help saying something to you," Ijiri wrote. "I don't know
how much I can do for you, but I want to help whatever I can do."
Her letter, which included sentiments of shared sorrow for the thousands who have been
affected, concluded, "I hope you will recover physically and mentally as soon as possible, and
please accept my sincere condolence."
Coleman's letter included reference to UD's first prayer gathering, held in the
Immaculate Conception Chapel the afternoon of the plane crashes, and described how the
packed church overflowed with people- many of whom had to stand outside.
Coleman said she hoped survivors would take heart in knowing that their loved ones
will "always be remembered, and you and your family and all the victims are in my thoughts
and prayers."
-30For media interviews, contact Trudy Krisher at (937) 229-2068 or via e-mail at
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